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. They provoked him to Anger with their own 
' Jnventions, and the Plague brake in 
upon them, Pſ. evi. V 29. 
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L E T T E R 


Tnomas PRIOR, Eſq; 


ov obſerve i in a late letter | 
of yours, that I had for- 
ATP” wat 4 hinted, Tar-water 
might be uſeful in the Plague; and 
deſire to know the reafons where- 
on my opinion was grounded, and 
that I would communicate my 
thoughts at large on the ſubject. 
L am the more. willing to ſatisfy 
vou in this particular, as — 
now raging in Barbary hath in 
ſome meaſure alarmed the publick, 
. be I think it may not be amiſs to 
2 „ contri- 


[4] 
contribute my mite of advice to- 
wards averting or leſſening the pre- 
ſent danger; and, as fear begets 
caution, to poſſeſs my country- 
men with an apprehenſion of this 
the greateſt of all temporal cala- 
At ſufficient to put them on 
their guard; and prepare them a- 
| gain oft the worſt that can happen. 
A learned phyfician of our own 
| obſerves, that the plague does not 
viſit theſe Britannic Iſlands oftener 
than once in thirty or forty years, 
and it is now above twice that time 
ſince we felt the hand of che de- 
Wr N. angel. 2; wo: © 
Halt 8 lo the opinion of "OY 
© ans that the infection cannot ſpread, 
except there is a ſuitable diſpoſition 
in the air to receive it; the ſigns of 
which are wet Gatos. leaves:and 
fruits blaſted, an unuſual _ 
of inſects, epidemical di 
. mong the cattle, to which, I 2 
n E A fe, 


= . SS 
ſume, may be added long eaſterly 
winds, all which ſigns ſeem to have 
diſcovered themſelves pretty plainly 
in the courſe of this preſent year. 
\» Beſide theſe natural forerunners 
of a plague or peſtilence in the air, 
it is worth obſerving, that a prog- 
noſtic may be alſo made from the 
moral and religious diſpoſition of 
the inhabitants. Certainly that the 
algitus Dei the (vd Jeton of Hippocrates) 
doth, manifeſt itſelf in the plague, 
was not only the opinion of man- 
kind in general, but alſo in parti- 
cular of the moſt eminent phyſici- 
ans throughout all ages down to our 
-own., How far we of theſe iſlands 
have reaſon to expect this meſſenger 
of divine vengeance, will beſt ap- 
pear if we take a view of the pre- 
vailing principles and practices of 
our times, which many think have 
- Yong: called aloud for (puniſhment 
oper amendment: int 15 02. 
bel N | Analogy Be | 
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FP FO and probability prevail 
in medicine: theſe are the proper 
guides where experience hath not 
gone before. I knew that tar water 
ns uſeful to prevent catching the 
mall: pox, and a that 
its nature was contrary: to the taint 
or venom od eciagtbe; diſtemper; : 
and therefore I concluded; that it 
might be uſefully applied to cure 
the ſame, thing. I never heard nor 

knew that it had been applied to 
that 3 and __ ſucteſs an- 
4wered my hopes. 
In like md having known 
the virtue of tar- water in preſerving 
from epidemical infection IL con- 
o rcive in general it may be uſeful for 
the cure of diſtempers cauſed by 
ſuch infection. Beſides, being very 
well aſſured that tar · water was ſo- 
vertign in the cure af all ſorts of 


LI 4 


| . | "fevers, I think it not unttaſonable 


to ns that it may prove à ſuc- 


f | or | ceſsful 


11 
aul medicine for the Plague al- 
though I had never known it uſed 


in —_ diſtemper, foraſmuch as the 
| _ with all; its ſymptoms may be 
dered as a ſpecies of fever, and 
| oh been afuall ly conſidered as 


ſuch both by Hippocrates and Sy- | = 


denham, not to mention others. 
Having obſerved ſurpriſing effects 
of tarwater in the moſt deplorable 
caſes, for inſtance, pleuriſies, ſmall- 
pox, ſpotted and eryſipelatous fe- 
vers, I am induced to entertain 
great hopes of its ſuceeſs in peſtilen- 
tial fevers or plagues; which are 
alſo confirmed, by its operating as 
a powerful diaphoretie and ſudori- 
| fic, when given warm and in great 
quantities. Add to this, that it 
frequently throws out puſtules and 
ulcers, and is apt to terminate the 
worſt of fevers by an eruption of 
boils in various parts of the body; 
chat it raiſes the __ is a great 


alex- "= 


[8] 
alexipharmacum and cordial, and 
muſt therefore be of the greateſt 
uſe in malignant caſes. 

In cachexy, ſcurvy, gout, as 


well as in the cloſe of fevers, I have 


often known tar-water cauſe trou- 
bleſome eruptions or. boils (the very 
method taken by nature in caſting 
forth the venom of. the Plague) to 
break outin the ſurface of — body, 
expelling the morbific humours, the 
cauſe and reliques of the diſeaſe, to 
the ſignal benefit of the patients; 
except ſuch who, being frightened 
at the ſymptoms, have ſuppoſed the 
tar water o produce thoſe humours 
which it only drives out, and in 
conſequence of ſuch their ground- 
leſs ſuſpicion, laid it aſide, or per- 
| "haps took other medicines to hinder 
its effect, and thereby deprived 
themſelves of the benefit they might 
otherwiſe have received. 


4 5 In 


fo 91 
ia the Plague are obſerved head- 


Aale, drowſineſs; anxiety, vigils, fink- 
ing of ſpirits, and nh 2; 4 for all 
Which Tar-water hath been found an 
effectual remedy. Bloody urine - 
and ſpitting blood; which are alſo 
dangerous ſymptoms obſerved in the 

gue, have been often removed 

the ſame medicine, which from 
numberleſs experiments I have found 
to be peculiatly fitted for purifying 
and ſtrengthening the blood, and 
for giving it a due erer hy 


well as a proper motion. 
In the Plague, plearifies. ate 
eſteemed mortal and in 


the cure of theſe, I never knew 
tar · water fail, if given warm in bed, 
aà piat or more an hour, though the 
patient was neither bled nor bliſter- 
ed. The carbuncles and ſpots 
which ſhew themſelves in the Plague 
are of a gangrenous natute, end- 
* to ** And gan- 
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grenes I have known eſlectually 
cured by copious drinking of Tar- 
Mater. 
An eryſi ipelas, : which, ſheweth a 
degre ey of malignity neareſt to the 
N is eaſily cured by plentiful 
drinking of Tar-water. I knew a 
perſon, who had been fix weeks 
Ml of an eryſipelas under the care 
of: a celebrated phyſirian, during 
which time ſhe ſtruggled with many 
dangerous ſymptoms, and hardly 
eſcaped with life. This perſon 4 
a year after ſeized again in the ſame 
manner, and recovered in a week, 
y the ſole uſe of Tar- water. Co- 
ſlixeneſs is reckoned a very hopeful 
in the:Plague.;! and it is 
| alſo a ſymptom which often attends 
the drinking of -Tar-water;: when 
at» throws: out the venom of a di- 
E | thoro uveh'the:ſkin.:_ aide 
. 2 the ſame ſeaſon ge- 
nerallyabear ſome. affinity to: each 
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[11 
bother in their nature and their cure; 
and it may not be improper on 
this occaſion to obſerve, that the 
reigning diſtemper of the black cat- 
tle hath been often cured. by Tar- 
water, and would (I am perſuaded) 
have done much leſs miſchief; if 
| the practice had been general, to 
have 13 each diſtempered beaſt 
three gallons the firſt, two the ſe- 
eond, and one the third: day, 'in 
warm doſes, (from a pint to a quart) 
and at equal intervals. 
Diemerbroect recommends in the 
F firſt appearance of a Plague the uſe 
of fidorifics, putting the patient to 
beds, and covering him warm, till 
0 copious ſweat be raiſed, the ver 
method I conſtantly follows in the 
beginning of fevers, uſing no other 
medicine than Tar-water, which, 
after numberleſs experiments, 1 take 
to be the beſt ſudorific that is known, 
© inaſmuch as it throws out the mor- 
B 2 bific 
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bific miaſma, without either heat- 
ing the patient or weakening him, 
the common effects of other ſudo- 
rifics, \ whereas this, at the ſame 
time . Unt it allays the feveriſh heat, 
proves a moſt ſalutary cordial, giv- 
| ing great and laſting ſpirits 
Upon the whole, I am Fncerely 

perſuaded, that for cure of hs 
Plague there cannot be a better me- 
thod followed, more general for 
ple, more eaſy in practice, and 
more ſure in effect, than to cover 
the patient warm in bed, and to 
make him drink every hour ohe 
gquart of warm beware, of ſuch 
ſtrength as his ſtomach is able to 
bear; a thing not ſo impracticable 
as it may — at firſt fight, ſince! 
have known much more drank in 
fevers eyen by children, and that 
eagerly and by choice, the diſtem- 


C 


® per calling for drink, and the caſe 


| bo ang CNY to go on. This 
| for 


for the cure; but I conceive that 
ane quart per diem, may ſuffice for 
prevention; eſpecially if there be 
added an even temper of mind, and 
an exact regimen, which are both 
highly ufeful againſt the Plague. 
For carbuncles and buboes I would 
, recommend a liniment of the oil 
of Tar, or a plaſter of pitch mixed 
with Tar, which laſt was uſed by 
the vulgar in the Durch Plague deſ- 
eribed by Diemerbroeck. 
It has pleaſed divine providence 
to viſit us not long ſince, farſt, 
with famine, then with the ſword; 
and if it ſhall pleaſe the ſame good 
providence yet further to viſit us 
ſor our fins, with the third and 
greateſt of human woes, this, by 
| God's blefling, is the courſe I mean 
to take for myſelf and family; and 
and if generally practiſed, it would, 
I doubt not, (under God) fave the 
| lives of many thouſands:; 


being 


[ns ] 

-- being perſwaded in my own mind, 
both-from the many trials I have 
made of Tar-water, and the beſt 
judgment and reaſonings I could 
form thereupon, I think myſelf ob- 
liged to declare to the world what! 
am convinced of myſelf. 
And T'am the rather moved to 
this by the great uncertainty and 
diſagreement among phyſicians, in 
their methods of treating the Plague. 
Diemerbroect, for inſtance, a phy- 
fician of great experience in the 
Duich Plague, that raged about 
eighty years ago, diſſuades by all 
means from bleeding in that diſtem- 
per. On the other hand, Syden- 
bam Ttecommends what the other 
diſapproves. If we believe Dr. Sy- 
- . denham, the free uſe of wine, as a 
preſervative; hath thrown many into 
the Plague, who otherwiſe might 
have eſcaped. Dr. Millis on the 
ee avers, that he knew _ 
wha 


62 


keign virtue in all inflammatory and 
malignant caſes, which is confirm- 
ed by ſuch. numbers of inſtances, 
tat matter of fact keeps pace (at 


. 


who being well fortified: by wine, 
freely entered amongſt the infected, 


YG out catching the infection. 


-: Bleeding cools, but at the Sr 
We weakens nature. Wine gives 
ſpirits, but heats withal. They are 


both therefore to be ſuſpected; where» 


as Tar- water cools without weaken- 
ing, and gives ſpirits without heat- 
ing, 'a ſure indication of its ſove- 


leaſt) with reaſon and argument in 


wcgmmending this medicine. 


it is very remarkable, that Tar-wa- 


Plagues as well as fevers are ob- 


ſerved to be of different kinds; and 
it is obſerved: of fevers, 


that, 1ap 
in diffe- 


they change their 


rent ſeaſons, ſo they muſt be treat- 
ed differently, that very method 
Hat: ſucceeded in one. ſeaſon often 


oving hurtful in another. 13 Nou 


ter 


126 Ty f 
der has been known to vary it 
and wonderfully adapt 
itſelf to the particular = of the 
2 a thing I frequently have 
ced. 
Laſt ſpring two children, a boy 
7 a girl, the former ten years old, 
the latter eight years old, were * 
ed with fevers; the boy had an in- 
flammation in his breaſt. In. leſ 
than two hours they drank each 
about five quarts. of warm Tar-wa- 
ter, ich wrought chem very dif- 
op as a 3 purge, but both a- 
like immediately recovered, with- 
out the uſe of any other medicine: 
of this 1 was an cye-witneſs, and . 


Aue found by frequent experience, 


"= Laever dar t e fil b mack 


that the beſt way ia, to let this me- 
dicine take: its ny eduals, nut hin- 
Gered nor i inte trupted by any other 
medicines „ 
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once, 
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once, in above a hundred trials 1 in Ra 


all ſorts of fevers. 
| Nevertheleſs there are not want- 
ing thoſe who would inſinuate, that 


Tar-water made in the common. 


way contains noxious oils or parti- 
cles of tar, which render it dange- 
rous to thoſe who drink it, a thing 


contrary to all my experience. This 


was the old objection made by thoſe 
who oppoſed it from the begin- 
ning. But I am convinced by innu- 


merable trials, that Tar-water is ſo 
far from doing hurt by any cauſtic 


or fiery quality, that it is on the 
contrary a moſt potent medicine for 


the allaying of heat, and curing of 


all inflammatory diftempers. The 
_ perpetual returning to the ſame ob- 
jection makes it Weber to text 
I the ſame anſwer. 
And yet, ſome who are not afraid 
to argue againſt experience, would 
ol perſuade us that the common 


Ws Tar- 
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8 Tar-water | is a dangerous medicine, 
and that the acid freed from the 
volatile oil is much more ſafe and 
efficacious : but I am of opinion, 
that being robbed of its fine vola- 
tile oil (which neither {inks to the 
bottom nor floats at the top, but is 
throughout and intimately united 
with it, and appears to the eye only 
in the colour of Tar-water) being 
robbed, I ſay, of this oil, it is my 
opinion it can be no cordial, which 
opinion (not to mention the reaſon 
of the thing) I ground on my own 
experience, having obſerved that 
the moſt acid water is the leaſt cor- 
dial; fo far am I from imputing the 
whole virtue to the acid, as ſome 
ſeem to think. 

It ſeems not very ke to 
ſu ppoſe, that the cauſtic quality of 
Tar- water (if ſuch there was) ſhould 
be removed or leſſened by diftilla- 
* or that a ſtill ſhould furniſh a 


cooler . 


\, 


t! 5 


make people ſuſpect, and frighten 
them from the uſe of a medicine, 
ſo eaſily and ſo readily made, and 


oures the moſt extraordinary, on 


7 * . 
1 
Wes * 
* 1 5 . 
8 * 
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cooler and better medicine than 


that which is commonly prepared 
by the ſimple affuſion and ſtirring 
of cold water. However the ends 


of chymiſts or diſtillers may be ſer» 
ved thereby, yet it by no means 
ſeemeth calculated for the benefit of 


mankind in general, to attempt to 


every where at hand, of ſuch ap- 
proved and known ſafety, and at 
the ſame time recommended by 


perſons of all ſexes and ages, in 
ſuch variety of diſtempers, and in 


ſo many clflant parts of Chriſten- | 


. ity dom. 


By moſt men, I heli it wal be 


, judged, at beſt, a needleſs under- : 
taking, inſtead of an eaſy-tried me- 


dicine, to introduce one more ope- 


$5 8 expenſive, unſupported by 


C 2 Expe- 


” 


tf. 2o'] 
” experimen, and recommended by 


wrong ſuppoſitions, that all the vir- 
tue is in the acid, and that the Tar- 


5 water being impregnated with vola- 


tile oil is cauſtic, which are both 
notorious miſtakes. 

Though it be the character of 
reſin 4 to diſſolve and mix 
with water as ſalts do, yet theſe at- 
tract ſome fine particles of eſſential 
dil, which ſerves as a vehicle for 
ſuch acid ſalts; and the colour of 
the Tar-water fheweth the fine oil, 
m which the vegetable ſalts are 
Iod ged, to be diftolved and mixed 
— — The combination of two 
ſuch different ſubſtances as oil and 
"alt conſtitutes a very ſubtile and 
active medicine, fitted to mix with 
all humours, and reſolve all ob- 
ſtructions, and which may proper- 
8 be called an acid ſoap. 


Tar-water operates more gently 
and ey the acid falts are 
ſheathed 


5 OE 
1 


3 5 
ſheathed in oil, and thereby loſing 
their acrimony, approach the nature 
of neutral ſalts, and ſo become more 
friendly to the animal ſyſtem. By 
the help of a ſmooth inſinuating 
oil, theſe acid ſalts are more eaſily 
and ſafely introduced into the fine 
capillaries. I may add, that the 
craſis of the blood is perfected by 
Tar- water, being good againſt too 
great a ſolution and fluidity as a 
balſam, and againſt viſcidity as a 
ſoap, all which entirely depends 
upon the mixture of oil with the 
acid, without which it could nei- 
ther operate as a balſam nor a ſoap; 
- briefly, it was not mere acid or di- 
- filled water, or tincture of tar, 
but Tar-water, as commonly made, 
by affuſion and ftirring of cold 
water upon tar, which hath 
wrought all thoſe great cures and 
| falutary effects, which have recom- 
WWW. nne 
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3 4 > 


dial; this gives ita grateful warmth, 


ric and hypochondriacal ; this alſo 


ſies the vitals, and invigorates na- 


| mities, and ſhortening the fits, till 


| 22 3 
mended it is a medicine, to the ge- 
neral eſteem of the world. 

The mixture of volatile oil, 
which is or contains the ſpirit, is ſo 
far from noxious, that it is the very 
thing that makes Tar-water a cor- 


and raiſeth the ſpirits of the hyſte- 


rendering the blood balſamic, diſ- 
poſeth wounds of all forts to an 
eaſy cure; this allo it is that forti- 


ture, driving the gout to the extre- 


it entirely ſubdues that obſtinate 
and cruel enemy, as it hath been 
_ often known to do; but acid alone 
is fo far from being able to do this, 
that on the contrary the free uſe of 
acids is reckoned amon gt the cauſes 

of the gout. 
I never could land chat the TY 
tile oul drawn from Tar by the * 
on 


3 


[ 23 ] 
ſion of cold water produced. any in- 
flammation, or was otherwiſe hurt- 
ful, not even though the water by 
long er ſtirring had imbibed far more 


of - oil than in the common mon- 


ner, having been aſſured, that ſome 
of ſtrong ſtomachs have. drank it 
after twenty minutes ſtirring with- 
out any the leaſt harm, and with 
very great benefit. | 
It hath. been indeed infinuated, _ 
that the oil was ordered to be ſkim- - 
med off, becauſe it is cauſtic and 
dangerous ; but this is a miſtake. 
I myſelf, among many others, drank 
the Tar-water for two years toge- 
ther, with its oil upon it, which 
never proved hurtful, otherwiſe than, 
as being ſomewhat ocols, and float- 
ing on the top, it rendered the wa- 
ter leſs palatable, for which reaſon 
alone it was ordered to be ſłim- 
ry: ; S528 I NEIL It 


* 
_ 


ta) | 
It hath alſo been hinted, that 
.- ankle 'Tar-water the ſecond time 
of the ſame tar was cautioned a- 
gainſt, for that it was apprehended 
ach water would prove too heating; 
which is ſo far from being true, 
that when I could not get freſh tar, 
T uſed the ſecond water without dif- 
ficulty, by means whereof it pleaſed 
God to recover from the ſmall-pox 
two children in my own family, 
who drank it very copiouſly: a ſut- 
ficient proof that it is not of that 
_ fiery cauſtic nature which ſome 
would perſuade us. 
I be truth is, my ſole reaſon for 


5 7 adviſing the tar not to be uſed a 


ſecond time, was becauſe I did not 
think it would ſufficiently impreg- 
nate the water, or render it ſtrong 
enough, after ſo much of the fine 

SA volatile parts had been carried off 
by the former infuſion. Truth ob- 
| — me to affirm, that there is no 


danger 


L 251 
danger (for as much as I could ever 
obſerve) to be apprehended from Tar- 
water, as commonly made; the fine 
volatile oil, on which I take its cor - 
dial quality to depend, ib, in its own 
nature, ſo ſoft and gentle, and ſo tem- 
pered by the acid, and both fo. 
blended and diluted with ſo great 
a quantity of water, as to make a 
compound, cheriſhing and cordial, 
producing a genial kindly warmth 
without any inflaming heat; a thing 
have often ſaid, and Rill find it 
neceſſary to inculcate. | 
Some medicines indeed are * 
violent, that the leaſt exceſs is dan- 
gerous; theſe requite an exactneſs 
in the doſe, where a ſmall error 
may produce a great miſchief. But 
tar is, in truth, no ſuch dangerous 
medicine, not even in ſubſtance, as 
I have more than once knqwn it 
taken innocently, mixed with ho- 
«am tor a ſpeedy cure of a cold. 
BLI. 1 D But ä 
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But notwithſtanding all that hath 
been ſaid on that fabiee, it is ſtill 
fometimesaſked, What preciſe quan- 
tity or degree of ſtrength is. requir- 
ed? To which I anſwer, (agreea- 
bly to what hath been formerly and 
frequently obſerved) the palate, the 

ſtomach, the particular caſe and 
conflitution of the patient, the very 
climate or ſeaſon of the year, will 
diſpoſe and require him to drink 
more or leſs in quantity, ſtronger or 
weaker in degree. Preciſely to mea- 
{ure its ſtrength by a ſcrupulous ex- 
actneſs, is by no means neceſſary. 
Every one may ſettle that matter 
for himſelf, with the fame ſafety 
that malt is proportioned to water 
in making beer, and by the ſame 
rule, to wit, the palate. | 

Only in general thus much may 
be faid; that the proportions I for- 
metly recommended will be found 


. to molt: ſtomachs, and 
withal 
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withal of ſufficient ſtrength, as ma- 
ny thouſands have "_—_ and daily 
find, by experience. I take this 
opportunity to obſerve, that I uſe 
Tar-water made in ſtone-ware or 
earthen very well glazed, earthern 
veſſels unglazed being apt to com- 
municate a nauſeous ſweetneſs to 
the water, 

Tar-water is a dict-drink; in n the 
making whereof there is great la- 
titude, its perfection not conſiſting 
in a point, but varying with th 
conſtitution and palate.of the pa 
ent, being nevertheleſs, at bens 
taken by the ſame perſon, weaker 
or ſtronger,” with much the ſame 


bly in greater or leſſer quantity. It 
may indeed be ſo very weak as to 
ow little or no effect; and, on 
che other hand, ſo very irong, as 

to offend the-Romach: 2 but its de- 


gree of ſtrength is eaſily diſcerned 
D 2 " "=o 


effect, provided it be proportiona- 


by the. colour, ſmell, and taſte, 
which alone are the natural and 
proper guides whereby to judge 
thereof; which ſtrength may be ea- 
ſily varied; in any proportion, by 
changing the quãntity either of tar, 
or water, or the time of ſtirring, 
As for ſetting Fav-awater to Rand, 
this is not to make it ſtronger, but 
more clear:and palatable. 

I found myſelf: obliged to do aſſert 
re ihnocence — as well: as 
-uſefulnels of the Tar- water, as it 
is common mad by the methods 
laid down in my former writings 
on this ſubject -- and this not only 
in v egaid to truth, but. much more 
in charity to a multitude, which 
may otherwiſe perhaps be influenced 
by the authority of ſome, who en- 
deavour to put 3 out-abibemorit 
with a medicine ſo cheap, ſo effica- 
cious; and ſo een 1 — 
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ing and propagating ſcruples about 
a cauſtic quality ariſing from the 
volatile - oily, particles of tar, or 
reſin imbibed together with: the a- 
cid in making Tar- water; an appre- 
henſion ſo vain; that the reverſe 
thereof, is ttue, for which I appeal 
to the experience of many thou- 
ſands, who can anſwer for abe mg 
nocence and. ſafety, as well as effi- 
cacy, of this W of which 
there are ſuch ample and: riume- 
rous certificates publiſhed to the 
world. 

I ſhall finiſh my eſſay on the 
Plague, and its cure, with obſery- 
ing, that in caſe God ſhould with- 
hold his hand for the preſent, yet 
theſe reflections will not be altoge- 
ther fruitleſs, if they diſpoſe men to 
proper temper of mind, and a cau- 
tious regimen, avoiding all extremes 


(which things are juſtly reckoned a- 
mong 
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mong the chief preſervatives againſt 
infection) but eſpecially if the appre- 
henſion of this deſtroyer ſhall beget 
ſerious thoughts on the frailty of 
human life, and in conſequence 
thereof, a reformation of manners; 
advantages that would ſufficiently 
repay the trouble of writing and 
reading this letter, even though 
the trial of Tar- water, as a remedy 
for the Plague, ſhould be poſtponed 
{as God grant it may) to ſome fu- 
ture and diſtant opportunity. * 
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a Dr. HaL E fo 


ON THE 


Benefit of Tar-water in FEVE RS, 
95 Cattle as well as the Human Species. 


O one gallon of freſh Tar, 


ter; 3 ſtir and work them ſtrongly 
together, with a large flat ſtick, 
ſor the ſpace of one full hour: let 
the whole ſtand fx or eight hours, 
that the tar may ſubſide ; then 
ſcum it, and pour off the water, 
whereof three gallons warm are to 


ee dam two the ſe- 
* at 
| equal 


pour fix gallons of cold wa- 


. —— ==, __- =. 
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equal intervals, the doſe not being 
leſs than a pint, nor more than a 
quart; and the beaſt being all that 
time, and for two or three days 
after, kept warm, and nouriſhed, 
if it will not cat hay, with maſhor 
gruel. "29S > P® a ff 
Il believe this courſe will rarely 
fail of ſucceſs; having often ob- 
ſerved Fevers in human kind to have 
been cured y a ſimilar method. 
But, as in Fevers, it often throws 
out puſtules or ulcers on the ſur- 
face of the body, ſo in beaſts it 
may be amel to do the like; 
which ulcers, being anointed with 
a little tar, will, I doubt not, in 
a ſhort time, dry up” and diſap- 
pear. ; 3, for 
Buy this means the lives of infect⸗ 
ed cattle may be preſerved at. the 
expence of à gallon of tar for 
Facle A ching which I repeat and 


D9 incul- 


—_— 
inculcate, not only for the fake of 
| the cattle, and their owners, but 
alſo for the benefit of mankind in 
general, with regard to a Fe- 
ver: Which terrible ſubduer and 
deſtroyer of our ſpecies, I - have 
conftantly found to be itfelf eaſily 
ſubdued by Tar-water. Neverthe- 
leſs, though in moſt other eaſes'T 
find that the uſe of this medieine 
hath generally obtained, yet in 
this moſt dangerous and frequent 
caſe, where its aid is moſt want 
ed, and at the ſame time moſt ſore, 
L do not find that the uſe thereof 
has equally obtained abroad in the 
It grieves me to think that ſo ma- 
ny thouſands of our ſpecies ſhould 
daily-periſh, by a diſtemper Which 
may be eaſily cuted by à rere 

fo ready at hand; ſo eafy to take, 
aud ſo cheap t purchaſe as Tar- 
Brie e water, 
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water, which I never knew to 
fail, when copiouſly drank, in any 
fort. of Fever. All this 1 ſay, af- 
ter; more. than an hundred trials, 
in my on family and neighbour- 
But whatever backwardneſs peo- 
box may have to try experiments 
on themſelves, or their friends, yet 
it is hoped they may venture to 
try them on their cattle, and that 
the ſucceſs of ſuch trials in Fevers 
of brutes (for. a Fever it plainly is) 
may diſpoſe them to probable hopes 


of the ſame luccels in their. own 


: ſpecies. L Bc 


Experiments, 1 grant, ought , to 
be made with caution, and yet 

they may be made, and actually 
are made every day on probable 
reaſons. and analogy. Thus, for 
inſtance, becauſe I knew that Tar- 
water was cordial Arbe, 

| an 
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and yet no inflamer, I ventured to 
give it in every ſtage of the ſmall- 
pox, though I had never heard be- 
fore of its being given otherwiſe 
than as a preſervative againſt that 
diſtemper ; and the ſucceſs anſwer- 
ed my expectation. 

If I can but introduce the gene- 
ral uſe of Tar-water for this mur- 
rain, which is in truth a Fever, I 
fatter myſelf this may pave the way 
for its general uſe in all Fevers what- 
ſoever. 3 

A murrain among cattle bach 
been ſometimes obſerved to be the 
forerunner of the Plague among 
men, If that ſhould prove the 
preſent caſe (which God forbid). I 
would earneſtly recommend the co- 
pious drinking of warm Tar- wa- 
ter, from the very firſt appearance 
of the ſymptoms of ſuch Plague. 


I do alſo recommend it to be 


1 tried 
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25 .. i like manner ' againſt the 

te of a mad dog, when other 
approved medicines are not at 
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